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comments.Around the world, millions of people are seeking to avoid new regulations designed to contain the pandemic, and activists are working to protect Internet freedom. Some of the restrictions are now in place and others are likely to follow. AD These restrictions are not coming out of the blue, and the threat to the Internet has been growing for years. Technology experts and experts in Internet

governance warn that if certain key rules are not adopted, the Internet could be further crippled. Here’s what some of the world’s most important countries are doing in the coming days, and what the impact could be for net neutrality, privacy, free speech and economic growth. The Internet ‘war room’ in Washington: ‘Don’t put it out there’ The U.S. Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is
expected to vote on a proposal later this month that would regulate the Internet like a public utility. This would require Internet service providers (ISPs) to act as neutral gatekeepers to the online world, and forbid them from slowing or blocking lawful content. So far, ISPs have been largely underfunded in terms of planning for the rules, leading to some major gaps in knowledge. That includes what’s
known as “generally applicable” technical measures that could be used to impose such rules. The U.S. government and Internet companies are currently in a major “war room” trying to figure out how these measures might be deployed in specific countries or even around the world. Although the FCC has not yet released the Internet “code of conduct” (Internet code of conduct), this campaign of war-

room meetings has led some to conclude that the FCC is planning to limit the free speech rights of the public, The Post reported in late February. FCC Chairman Ajit Pai has denied this, and other experts say that the FCC might use more traditional “command 82157476af
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